111                                                                        WOMEN'S RIGHTS AND DEMANDS

able to participate not only in the social and cultural life of the country
but also in its political processes. Reservation of jobs for women
is a must. Protective discrimination in the transition period has to
be encouraged.

At present, the position of women in politics is deplorable. Their
representation in legislature and judicial bodies of the State is far
from satisfactory; it is insignificant. Women constitute 50 per cent
of the voters and yet there are'only 40 women in the Lok Sabha
out of 544 members in 1991. The representation is al low as 7
per cent. Is it not absurd? Is it safe for democracy? Can ft be
termed democaracy at all when one half of the Indian people-women-
are denied adequate representation? The situation in political parties
is far from different-a worse situation obtains there. There is need
for women's participation in the cause of the party, but they are
unwelcome in the higher councils. The sooner the situation changes
the better it is for society as a whole. Ill-educated, backward women
are a menace to the society, State and even to men. Usually,
when neglected and ignored, they plump for authoritarianism and
tyranny. Let men beware and bestir themselves. Reservation of
at least 30 per cent of seats in the legislative bodies, from the
Panchayat to Parliament, for women will go a long way towards saving
the situation.

The demands listed here are neither high pitched nor unrea-
sonable. It is for the reasonable and enlightened men to see the
justness of the .women's cause and support it. Many an enlightened
man has supported, nay, fought for woman's progress in the past,
i.e., in the pre-lndependence period, especially in the nineteenth
century. Why should men of the present times fight shy to support
the woman's cause, if not champion it?. Anyhow, ft is for women
to take a stand for themselves and fight for their dignity and just
rights. They may take the aid and assistance of progressive men
but let it not be forgotten that they have to rely on themselves.